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NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.

Skirmish with Rebel Cavalry
Near Warrenton, Va.

Development of Union Senti-
ment in Virginia.

Debate on the Slavery Question in
the Senate.

Trivial Ihscussion on the Tax Bill
in the House,
“.

de, &e.

Wasimwaron, Mareh 28, 1502
BRKIRMISH WITH REEEL CAVALRY.

On Saturday a scouting party from ihe New York Six.
ty-first regiment, while passing down the railroad from
Mansssas toward Warrenton, and aboud two miles from
Freoch's brigade, were fired upon by & party op
cavalry, suppesed &0 beiong to Stuart’s regiment.
Upon makingy @ demonsiration toward the as-
sailanis, the rebels fed in greal haste. It was
undoubtedly their intention 1o pick off n man or two;
bul they were foriunately beyoud runge, and thus failed
1o their objest. The precipitance with which they de-
parted gave evidence that they are oot inclined to any-
thing Digher than a deliberate murder,

It is stated that about four thousand rebels are now in
the vicinity of Warrenton, apparently waiting for some-
thing to turn up. From the reperts it does pot seem
ihat they intend 1o make s stand ab thai point. It is
thought that the fores is a part of the rear guard of the
Manassas army waiting for orders.

FALSE ALARM.

'm Sunday night a report was made t0 hesdquarters
thiut a party of rebel cavalry had appeared at Difficult
creek. A reconnoissance failed to find any traces of the
enemy in that direction.

ALLEGED FILLAGE OF THE REBEL STORES LEFT AT
MANARSAS,

Complaint has been made by General Richardson that
partics from Washington and other places, with regular
passes b0 enter within the lines, have availed themsslvea
of the privilege to pillage from the stores leftat
sas—{lour, pork, &c. They come in wagous, and large
quaatities of provisions bave been thus conveyed away.
The General thinks the supplies will be useful for our
own troops, and an interdiction is to be placed upon such
proceedings in future.

MEMENTOS OF MANASEAS

The rage for from M seems 1
and a crowd of people may be geen daily searching
among the ruins for some token. The ground has bean
pretty well gone over.

BEVELOPEMENT OF LOYAL SENTIMENT IN VIRGINIA.

The advent of Union Lroops inse Virgina bas already
had a beneficial effect upon the Union sentiment in Fair-
fax county. A proposition has been made o organize &
Home Guard in the county, for the more rerfect security
of ithe inhabitants. Many of ihe farmers are o be seen
on the Falt’s turnpike, between Alexandria and Manas-
sas, busy al work in ereciing their fences, which had
Deen destroyed by tho rebel troops. They oxpress their
confidence in being protecied from further invasion, and
are determined to goon with the cultivatien of their
farms, confident that the dapger from ihe war cloud has
passed over thena. But very little winter grain bas been
put in, and the whest crop has been ahmost wholly neg-
lected.

GENERAL BUMNER'S nnul'l TO THE FEOPLE OF VIR~
GINLA.

Geperal Sumner bhas jesusd an Important order pro-
Ribiting acts of marauding. He assures the people of
Virginia that their only safety is the general government,
and that it will be his constant endeavor to protect them
in their persons and property to ihe sxtact of his power.

‘Ehe General has also determined to accept Do resigna-
Qione in his corps during the campaign. He 8 decidedly
opposed to gentlemen going through with the inclidentals
of the campaign, drawing pay and enjoying the distine
tion of their positions, without Iseuriog any of the dan’
gers incident to a state of war, No resigoationa based
wupon private affairs will be considered by him, A per-
sistence io an offer of resignation wiil be followed by ar.
rest

THE WAR NEPARTMENT AND THE NEWSPAPERS.

The action of the Secretary of War in relerence to
sewspapers which publish comtraband news in spit®
of the order directing \Le suppression of such intell
gence, has occasioned gquite s fluttering Among a portion
of the correspondents. Some bhave already left the
city in bhaste, and others are preparivg o fol
Jow. The order is not Iotended Lo be evaded,
but to be executed, and there i no probability
that the Tritume will be able to bargain for an
exempiion from the rale on this oceasion, ne was done
by the War Department under the administration of Gen.
Cameron,

SECRETARY CHASE'S NEW TAX BILL.

The tax bill in process of preparation by the Secretary
of the Treasury, as & substitute for that of the Committe
of Wayn and Means, s not yet completed. It hnbm.:
well and carefully considered, and will find favor with
Congress, which Las already been bored with the details
of the bill pow befure |t until members can hardly treat
the subject with becoming gravity.

THE PROGEEDINGS OF THE HOUSE ON THE TAX BILL |

The pettifogging upen the tax bill comtinues in Lhe
House. This aflerooon & farce was cpacted over it
which afforded much amusement o the sclors, but was
mot relished by those in the sudience who reflected upon
the gravity of the subject in reference to the prersing
meedy of tho country. ‘The levity displayed by mem-
Bers during the discussion 8 Cummittee of he
Whole would have led a stranger W suppose that
our country was beselt with no dificalties, and that the
ship of State was sailing prosperously on & amooth sea,
Trivial amendments were (ntroduced just for the fun of
the thicg. One of them provided that persons exhibiting
feats of jugglery and prestidigitation shonld pay & lcenas
of ten dollars. A member suggested that overy man
who keeps & jug shouid be deemed a juggler, which wa
laugbed a4 a8 a good joke. It was moved i,
mequire & ten dollar license from all public
lecturers, including preachiers, and all orators who made
speechen for mouey. A jolly member moved to sirike
out " lecturers,” acd iosert ' motbers of familes,'”
¥Mr. lovepoy bad the preachers stricken out, snd the
whoic amendment was lost. A gentleman who has heard
of the destruction of seveuty-five thousand sheep among
bin constituency by doge, moved that every dog dealer
be tequired to pay a license of one doilar, and that every
person owning & dog be deemed s dealer. It was
moved, by m fecotious gentieman from New Jor.
sey, that & tax of fve dollars each be leviea
upon sl speeches wpon  subjecte  Bot  direclly
befure the House.  This entertaining proposition was nog
entertained by the Chairman. [t was proposed, also, o
tax bachetors, schiool teachers, members of Congress, and
cougressional candidates, These amendmetis were suc
cesmivaly loat, amid great mecriment, Mr. Cox, of Ohjo
opposed the tax upon circuses, which he regarded as
among the ecersarion of life, Mr. Levejoy inguired, jo.
eomely, Il be woull not tax persons who tarted somer sets?
Mr. Cox would ot tax theatres, for that would be o
tax Hamlet snd Falstaf snd Othelo, which jast would e
disagrecable to Mr. Lovejoy. A member remarkeds
pleasnutly . that “n new way to pay old debin’ would be
taxerd; and Mr. Cox replied, alte ' Dox and Cux, which
e wouldn't like."  All these briltiant sallien were much
enjoyed by the fuany men of the House

The nigger (uertion came up, and Mome earnest talk
was had. The border Elate men protested agninet
payiog & Beavy tax upon that epecies of property
upon variows oconmiderations. They Bad besn loyal
and dil not want their States driven into disloyaliy by
rElPame measures agaiasi their institutions. Mr. love.
joy sneered st this, He was tired of hearing gentlemon
of the border States talk of their loyalty menacingly. Heo
intimaated th thoss Staies had sent their young meuo o
fght im tbe rebel army, and their old mema W
Congress to advoeats pon-inlerference with sla
wary. Having lswoched a few sarcasme like that
ot Ibe border members Mr. Lovajoy ast
down with the air of & person who has throwa vitrol
loto the eyes of & crowd whom he hated. Two dozen
amendmenta wers offerad upos the proposition o tax
oegroes, Mr Lovejoy stirring the eauldron incensantly;
but the House fnally voled them all down and adjourned

This 18 & specimen of the mauner in which the poople’s
represeutatives are attendisg to their momentons n
terents io thie orisin. The men of Lovejoy's stamp do
Bob yet appreciate pe herolon wanifested by (he Union

men of the border States, which s specred at by the
abolition disuniouists, who are gow Lbe chisl siders snd
abetters of the rebellicn.

HEAYY DISBURSEMENT OF THE TREASURY.

The Treasury Department to-day passed upon
allowsd & draft for the benefit of the d ts of
the Quartermaster's Depariment, amousting Lo thirty-
five millions of dollars.

THE ABOLITION @F SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA.

The abolitionista in the Senaie are crowdiag all sail
upon the bill to emancipate the slaves in the District of
Columbia. They are determined to wipe out the institu-
tion here. The amendment of Eeustor Saulsbury, pro-
viding that the negroes when freed shall be divided
among the free States, is very distasteful o the ultra
emancipations.

The negro question has occupied the attention ef the
Senate all day. Senator Sumper has prepared an slabe-
rale speech upon the subject.

Tho strongest and most le objection offered by
the citizens of the District to this measure is, that if
it should be passed the city of Washington would become
the rendezvous of all the fres negrees from the North
and all the runaway negroes from the Soutn, and be thus
filled with a population notoriously se usprofitable
and unmsnageable that nearly all the free States on the
borders have been compelled)to pass laws excluding free
pegrossfrom a residence in them. To pase the act abol-
lshing slavery in the District, without passing also acls
similar 10 those adopied in the free States for self protec-
tion, would soon make Washington uniobabitable for any
except {ree negroas.

The Board of Aldermen of the eity, at their session last
eveuing, passed resolutions adverse 1o the ungualified abo-
lition of slavery in the District, and instructing the joint
committee of the Councila to urge respectfully upon the
members of Congress, as the constitutional guardians of
the interests and rights of the people of this District, the
expediency and the justice of so shaping any legislation
affecting the African race here as to provide just and
proper safeguards against converting this city—J i nn

probable thal the reute will be satablished , the only ob-
Jeclon o it baving come (rom the Post Office Depariment,
o thas ground of expenns.

THE ARMY.

The following orders and appoiniments were made by
ihe Navy Department to-day:—

Lientenant J. B. Croighton, ordered to report to Flag
Oficer Dupont st Port Royal,

Gragville Louis, appointed Acting Third Agsistant Engi-
neer, ordered to United States steamer Rhodo lslund.

Aeting Masiers Appoiniod —Richard Hustace, Uniled
States sisnmer Mouticello, of Baltimore, sromoted from
Mautor's Mate; P. D. McDougal, of New York; A. D. Lit-
tlefleld, of Edgurtown, Mass. ; George G, Murray, of New
York.

TETITIONS FOR A BANKERUPT LAW.

Petitions in favor of o geoeral uniform bankrupt law

0 o be ived. Representative Ward to-day
presented thres from New York ssking for an enact.
mont of the measurs.

VISITS TO MOUNT VERNON INTERDICTED.

Until further orders oo boals or veasala will be allowed
to visit Mount Vernon. The Provost Marehal will eeize
and bold aay of them which may stiempt to leave for
that destination.

REVIEW OF GENERAL M'DOWELL'S CORPS.

The whole of the corps d’armes under the command
of General McDowell was reviewed by General McClellan
to.day. The young commander was reseived with enthu-
siastic chesra by the troops. The several divirions were
in splendid order, and the display had more the appear:
ance of a review of regulars than of volunt

RALLYING THE DEMOCRATIC FARTY.

A paper has Dbeen circulated and signed by nearly all
the democratic members of Congress, and by Seoator
Carlile, baving in view the rallying of the democratic
party, and s convention in this city at an early day,to
give direction to its futyre movemcnts,

ROBBERY OF COM. SMITH'S DWELLING.

The bouse of Com. Jos, Smith, in this city, was en-

tered on Sunday morning by some audaclous burglar,

it is, between two slaveholding—States, into an asylum
for free negroes—a populstion undesirable in every
American community, and which it has been deemed
'y to exclude altogether from some even of the
nop-glaveholding Siates.
OFFICIAL REPORT RESPRCTING THE CONTRABANDS
AT FORTRESS MONROR.

The Commiasion appointed by General Wool to inguire
into the condition of wagrants. or contrabands, say in
their oficial report that they started with the general
proposition that the mulitary power has not ouly the
right, but it is among its highest duties, to avail itself
of any nnd all means within its control to perfect its
diseipline, render ita position secure, or make it effective
for an sdvance mgainst an snemy; and for these ends it
has the right to compel service or use from anythiong
animste or inamimate which a military necessily
may demand. At the same time they con.
sider that mDecessitly ls the only proper mea
sure of the extent to which such power can
be ex The C Ission stato that a conside-
rable amount of clothing has been sent by charitable
persons, which had been distributed among the contra-
bands, while, with the funds derived from their labor,
the quar has issued clothing up o March 1 to
the amount of $835. For the five months ending with
January 1, rations were drawn to thelamount of 343 per
day, which were issued to aboul 250 women aud children
and old and infirm men. The number of contrabands is
given as 1,508, thus distributod:—At Fortress Monroe
091, at Camp Hamilton 743, at Camp Butler and New-
port's News 74. Soma of the bands are employed
trading and oystering, and about 100 by cficers and sut-
lers. Some have accompanied ,as servants, oflicers going
South, while vthers have unceremonijously disappeared.
Little inelination is manifested to go North, Cumpars.
tively few conirabands now oome Lo our campe.
The navy is dacidedly popular with them, as therein
they are treated as boys and receive ten dallars
per month. The eommission. point out va.jous abuses,
and suggest remedies. Tt further appears from the re-
port ibal General Wool bas issued an order that here.
altor all wages earned by them will be paid o the con-
trabands for their own use, and support, under such
regulations a3 may be deemed proper.

THE CAPTURE OF BEAUFORT,

The opinion is eutertained at the Navy Departmeng
that the report of the capture of Heaufort, North Caro-
lina, by General Burnside's forces, s premature. Gen.
Burpside and Flag Officer Goldsborough are doing their
work well and thoroughly, but their movewments, aud
the pojnts at which their blows will be struck, will be
konown ouly when the act has been consummated.

GENERAL BLEXKER STILL IN COMMAND,

The statement published in the Tribume correspond-
enee, o few days ago, that General Blenker was doposed
from bie command, is certainly without foundaticn. He
i still i command of his diviglon in the second corps
i 'armee of the Army of the Potomac. A warfare has
been made vpon bim by some of the radical Germans
in Ligh position, one of whem = said to have left
n responsible foreign miseion with the expectation
of taking a bigh military command. It appears to be
cesential 1o the success of hin military aspirations that
Gen, Plenker should bo pushed aside, and to accomplish
this design be is moving heaven and earth, as faras it
can be done through the columne of the New York
Trilume and Kindred howling orguns,

STATE PRIBONERS DIECHARGED.

The following State prisoners were dischinrged w-day
on taking the cath of allegiance —Warren Curtis, John
T. Debeel and R. H. Grinnell. Two others, Alfred Nettio.
ton and Tench Schley, were released oo their written

parale.
TROMOTION OF COLONEL TOMTKINE.

The Pr w-day d for Brigadier General
Colonel Goorge B. Tompkios, whose dashing gallantry in
e early part of the campnign on the Polomac was the
theme of all praise. His appoiniment was strongly
urged by the New York deiegation in Congress.

THE QUARTERMASTER'S DEFARTMENT AT CAIRO.

Represeniative Eteele, of New Jersey, one of the mem
hars of the Government Contract Investiguting Com.
mittee, returned to day frem Cairo and Indlanapolis,
whither he wan ¥ d by & celleagus of the com.
mities, Mr. Washburne. Their businers was to lock 1nto
the Quartermaster’'s and other departments. The dis-
roveries and suggesti of thin tes have been
the meane of saviog large amounts of mooey to the
ROVETUment.

EHARPERE FOLLOWING THE ARMY.

A large number of sharpers are followiog in the wake
of the army, waiting for pay day. Vendersof intexi.
caling beverages are also in the traln, and several grog.
shops have been slily opened at Fairfax Court House.
The sttenticn of the Commanding Genernl has bean
denwen o these evile, and they cannot long exist, A party
of the Thirty -fourth New York (Oneida eounty) regiment
Peliaved i a most digracelu] maoner at Camp California
on Wednesiay night last, Some two hundred of thy
regiment entered the camp of the Filth New Hampahire
regiment and made an unprovoked atisck upom Mr.
White, the gutier, and nie sevistante, The sutler's tent
was demolished, The oflicers present were unable to
suppress the procesdings.  The offenders were not deait
with as 1hey should have heen,

EPISCOPAL CLERGYMEN KRIECT A PRAYER OF THANKS
FOR THE LATE VICTORIES,

The following is the prayer prescribed by Joseph
Whitte, of Marrland, whose diocese includes the eity
of Waakiington, which the elergy of two Episcopal churehes
hers are =said (0 have declined to use in the service of the
church —

FRATER OF THANESGIVING POR LATR VICTOTIRS.

O, Almighty God, the sovercign commander of all the
world, in whose hand is power and might which none ix
able to withstand, we bless and magnily Thy great and
glorions name for the happy successes Thou hast of lats
vouchsafed in ®o0 many jostances to tho arms of
thin nation, and more capecially for the deliverance of
this city and District from the terrors of blockade and
siegs.  And we heseech thee, give toun, and to all this
people, grace to use this grest merey shown toward e
to Thy glory, the advancement of Thy fulrrl, the honor
of our country, and &= much as in us [eth, the good of
all mankind, Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to a tres thank-
fulness, such ne may tprllr inour lives, by an humble,
hioly and obedient walking bafore Thee all our days,
through Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom with Thee @
Father and Thes, ©) Holy Ghosd, as for all Thy mercies,
80 i particlar for these victories, and thin deliverance,
be all glory and honor, world without end. Amen.

The clargymen who refused to use this form of prayer
excrre thomaeives by raying that it was only requested
by the Rishop, bul the commune of the Dishop shows that
the direction for ile use was peremptory. The omission
Ras created quite m commotion o the church

FOSTAL FACILITIER POR THE ARMY.

The Post Uffica Depariment coutinges ite preparations
foir restoring, ab the earliest practicabls period, the mail
pervice At Lhie points decikivaly rocovered by our troopn,

THE CALIFORNIA POSTAL SERYICRE,

The California delegation waited on the Postmaster
Genernl thig afternoon Lo urgs upon bim the necessity of
amal route from San Francisco 1o Crescent City | two
pundred and 0Ly miles distont Crom that place, 1t s

and robbed of money and valuables. Among the articles
stolen was a gold watch which belonged to Lieutenant
Smith, son of the Commodore, who lost his life in the bat,
tie with the Merrimac.

THE EANSAS INDIANS,

Now that the way his been opeuned the Indian refugees
in Kansas are making preparations to return to their
homes in the Cherokee country, from which they were
recently driven by the rebels. There are six or eight
thousand of them, men women and children,

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS.
FIRST SESSION.

Scnate.
Wasmxgron, March 25, 1862.
THE OATH OF ALLEGIANCE.

Mr. Sr¥wem, (rep.) of Mass., from the Committes on
Foreign Relations, reported back the bill in relation to
administering the oath of allegiance to American citizens
in foreign countries.

TR CAFITOL SUPERINTENDENCY.

On motlon of Mr. Foor, (rep.) of V1., the resolution
to tranaler the puperintendency of the Capitol extension
and dome from the War Department to the Department
of ihe Interior was taken up.

Mr. Fes=ENpEN, (rep.) of Me., opposed the transfer.

Mr, Haix, (rep.) of N. H., said that when the exten-
gion was first commenced it was under the superiniend-
ency of the Interior Department, and remained so until
the advent of the sdministration of Pierce and
Davis. HBefore that the plan of the buliding
was & Christian ond eivilized one, but L was
alterwards changed and the present trap made. Many
places in the walls up above have boon left to go
to ploces, and they are gojng to pleces, while Italian

in the baszement,to decoratca wall two or three storics
below daylight.
Mr. Foor eaid Lhere was am urgent pecessiiy Lhat the

nuver thould have been transferred from the civil to the
War Departimeit, and pever would bave been but to
satiafy the umbition of Favis and the rapacity of Fioyd.
He ventu ed 1o asgert thut such transfer had cost the go.
verument three or four millions of dollars.  The original
ertimate was two millions, and the bill bos alicady cost
six miltions.

Mr. Susnwan, (rep.) of Ohio, offered an amendment that
the money appropriated be only expended in propec re-
pai £, Adopled.

The resolution was then adopted by yens, 34 | nays, 3.
Nays—Mesere, Fessenden, Grimes anid Lave of Kansas,

THE ARODLITIO N OF BLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT 0F OOLUMBIA.

The bill for the aholition of plavery wie Laken up,

Mr, Wosox, (rep.) of Mase., proceeded 1o speak in fa-
voi of the bill. He referred o the controversy in Con-
press o 1780 se to tho permanont geat of government.
After a loug struggle the Southern men trinmphel, and
the capital was fixed on the banks of the Potomac, In
1801 Congress enncted that the barbaroue, inhuman, in-
decent and valear coloninl slave lnwe of Marylund and
Virginin should beeume the laws of the Anierican repab
lie for the government of the eapital, aud for two geners-
tiong the governiment recognized the vicked dogma that
enlor i# an cvidence of shivery. 1o 1527 & law was on-
aeted In the [Mstrict that eolored pe gons st large,
without an owper, should be considerod ag slaves,
and eommidtted to il Sech Jegislation  brought it
own frodt of injuetice, dishonor und =hame. Coloped
mon wnd woten who were taken W jnil aud many sold
into perpetinl servitude becuuse, thoogh free, they eonid
ot pay the jail feew.  Thus human beings were 8old into
bindage i the capital of the freest conntry in the world,
Jurtice 10 the wropped and oppresson domunded that
thix gorrupt and eorroptivg docirime should be rapudi.
ated wnd condemped by the gavernmsnt of the United
States  The bisgk mien fought slde by side with the
white men in the battles of the Hevolution, and men of
this age ought to hasten to atone for the great wrongs
perpetrated on the vlack race, and make manhood n pre
semptive evidetee of freedom. lo 1801 Congre ke eon-
tinued in foree the black code of Maryiand, asmeng the
provisons of whiel was, that any slave who struck a
white porson shoukd have bis ears oropped.  In 1896 the
Corporntion fof Washingten cnacted that every [ree
eolored person must eshibit to the Mayor matisfact ry
evidenco of hig title to freedom, and give bonds for s
ool belinvior. That Corporation also passed anolber
wct, that no moetings nof colured porsuae &lionld be held
after ten o'choek, and made it the duty of the pullee 1o
disperre vuch Hy Lier ord thoy liegal-
el traflic in slaves for the sum of four hundred dolla-e,
Thix wae a4 inhuman traffic in the capital. I aslave
Lroke a mtreel lamp he was to boe whipged on the bare
back. I he injnied trees or houser, e wer to be whip
ped—men and womon! War ever such degrading, jo-
human laws on  the statute books of any naton®
Savery wae the prolifie motber of these laws. Drive
rlavery from the District, wnd they would Jimsppenr. Yot,
polwithetand thess oppressions, the free negroes il ine.
cromped in the District from 4 000 10 12000, und have
property, churches and schoole, They have twulve
churches, costing $75.000 and sight schools, besides
I:Iftng to support sehivoin for winte chilidren, 1 any-
body huve the euriosity to look, they will tod in the re.
cord a mortguge, dated 1858, 10 favor of Alfred loe, n
culored man, of thin city, for $12,000, by two United
*tater Senntors, w pecurr ® loan for  $12,000
(ime of theee FRenubors & now in the Senate
aud the nther sleeps in bix grave in Michigan., Thie bill
dealr juntly with the master. If Congress snould strike
the botikn off the slave o the District without any com
pensetion, in slight repair of the wrongs and desds of
erueity perpetrated in the capital, it wonld stand justifisd
in the forum of natiens. But the Senator from Ken-
tucky raises his warniog voice nguinst the measure, and
ray s if the wegroes are Hibarated they will beoome crimi-
pale and & burden to society.  The Senator had no right
to wpeal for the people of the District. The fucts here
proved are just contrary. The Senator from Kentocky
nive talks ubout the resistance of the South towny men-
#ure of emaucipation, snd Kentocky would become la

Vende: in delvnceof lerrights. He would tell that Seaator
thut the day for threats and menaces from the cham
pions of slavery Land passed by o the Senate and House
of Kepresentatives. Freemen were not cowardly enough
to whirink from the patformance of duty by dogmatieal
avowals of what Bouthern men and women would do.

Mr. Kessmoy said he wished to enter a most solewn
protest, in the name of Marylood, against the mewsure
prupe sed by this bill.  He koew that Maryland wag too
siull, mnl bad oo few white population 1o attempt any
successful resivtance against any combioed attempt of
#lther powerful section, and it might be that she was
net, by prowest or erherwise, 1o obtain ber rights as an
wqial undler the constitution. He contended that the
faith of the government was piedged o Maryland and
Virgiia pot 1o interfere with slavery in the INsteict,
The citizeus of thelnstrict desire and bave made no ap-
pleation for any emancipation, and Congress has no
more right o interfers with thelr rights than
when they weare citisens of Maryland and Viegiola,
He quoted i considerabie length from the report of the
Commitiee of the House of Hepresentatives in 1838,

It

artists are employed, at extravagant prices, away down :

work ehould bo compléted in order to kave b, The work |

. lowa, Wiscousin , " » Uregon
ornia, aud be distributed among Whe States pro
o

, (opp.) of Ky., said be thought if the men

::2 the negroes they ought to
take care of them; but be thought the amendment un-
constitutional, so he muat vote against it.

Mr. Savissvny—If the smen would adopt this
amendment they would a noble philanthropy by
Py mw lemen o
in the newspapers that geotlemen who wen
Port Royal were so glad to see ihe that
embraced them and culled them mothers and sisters.

Mr. Hamras said ho disliked these allusions shout em-
. Itanly served to increass the preju-

be race al trampled under fool. If
ihe mattor were investigated it would bring the biush to
some “of these gentlemen. There was & gentluman
from ihe Senste of his own State who asked us yes-
lu'd.lwlg'wdidulmr the groasy
wenches. knew to.day of colored children of & man
Iately u Senator in the United Etates from Ohio, being
educated. He knew there was a slander published by
the newspapers about those who went South to tuke care
of those who were cast off by their masters, and try to
educate them. Those who were willing to take the me-
£T0es Lo embrace, as stated by the Semator from Dela-
ware, were found ip the South, These pegroes now pro-
posed to be liberated were servants, ke., e, and the
only difference will be they will hereafter have pay
for their service. He found while and colored people
here to day luboring side side.

Mr. Kmm«.tnnp.}f ..n:ﬂ‘ there l:u“ 'Y l"l:;
ejudice n Maryland w men Agal work
rt:madmpnph, llld’hl-ﬁ great dificulty is restraio-

L8 i

r. Faneay, (rep.) of Tows, thought the projudice was

not amopg the laboring men, could be coutrolled

by such distinguished men as the Senators from Mary-
land and Delaware.

Mr. Kxwxny said one of the worst riois in Baltimore
for mnn{ years was from the employment of free negroes

py ;

in the s ard.
Mr. Hartay sald it apy to be the doctrine of the
at the people would rise and
d He could not

Senator from Maryland

tha whole col pop
believe the people of Maryland were so low. If that wore
the case, they were worse than the Chippewas and
Sloux, of they world murder those brought up with
them, though not taught in the same churches.

Mr. Kenseny eaid they had slaves in Maryland whe
were taught and had churches. He had himself manu-
witted o slave who tanght slaves,

had any disp

Mr. HAruaN nsked if the
to murder him?

Mr. Kexxxoy eaid No; nol more than white men of
the Benator's sectivn seemed willing o murder the peo-
ple of Maryland,

Mr. Harraw thought that the people of Marvland and
Delaware bad no such dispogition to murder as had been
impated to them, No such war of exterminatlion ever
ook place in any uation of the world. All the great em-
pires of antlquity were compoeed of people of different
races, and no such war ever took place exeepl among
savages. He did not think these happy and contented
negroes, now working for nothing, were going to turn
roun upon their masters simply because they were paid
Wagen.

Mr. Savisnvry said the Seuator, it seemed, made s
specch at veoture, Delaware had a larger free negro
populstion, in proportion, than any Siate,and he knew
there was no grealer curse than the (ree negro popula-
tion. He wonld have but one spirit in the country,and
that the preservationof the Union, with all the rights
of the le. t mue who makes emancipation pars-

man

NEWS FROM CALIFORNIA.

Territory—
] Cold

Terrific Storm in Nevads
Another Flood Anticipated v
Weather—Fatal Mining Accldent.

Wo have files of San Francisco papors to the lst of
March inclusive, but they centain very littie news
general inierest.

A terrific hurricane provailed at Carson City on the
25th of February, during which it spowed and ralued
alternately. Buildings were uurooled and crushed, and
Some %0 badly damaged that it was considered unsafe Lo
remain in them.

Heavy raius were experienced at Sacramenjo. The
American and Sacramento rivers were rising slowly, and
reporis from the mountaing indicate anotber foed.

Tuesdny night, February 11, ssys the Maripesa Gu
setts, wan Lhe coldest ever experienced bere by whil,
men. The thermometer showed the Lemperature to b
twelve degrees below fressing point. [ce was formed in
many places about town to lh’lﬂ::kuud an inch.

Van Buren Wilson was acoidentally killed in the Man-
zanita slopu, near Port Wine, on Sunday evening, Febru-
ary 9. A loaded car, says the Mouniain ) WAl
siarted down mm. when one of l.h.:r:n:l “n ::.
came w @ A premature v
foot of the slope, striking Wilson in the back and causing
instant death. Deceased wasa uativeof St. Lawrenge
county, New York,

The Legislature was sittiog in Ban Francisco instesd of
Sacramento, and would probably make San Francisco the
permanent capital of the Btate. The San Fraucisco hotels

were all full.
San Franoisco, March 17, 1662,

Ship Ringleader sailed \o.day for Japan, with United
Btates Minister Pruyn ana suite.

The steamer Panams has srrived from Masatlan Bth,
The latest news received there from Arizona represents
that the country is al depopulated on ut of the
sacession sentiment and the bostilities of the Indians,
The rebel ([avia') troops, numbering nine hundred,
were awailing n!nfnrmm;nm at hbc:ﬁirﬂ;l:l ll:;:lmlx:l‘\:i
ed purposs of taking fort Yumas, in ornin;
of the five regiments of al!l"omln Voluutesrs wero in
that portion of the State, and would be glad to mowt an
invading enemy.

Arrived alSan Francisco 17th, ship George Washing-
ton, Honolulu; barks . New York; Egypt, Bordenux;
Fruiterer, Mulaga; Wilheim Kircher, Rio Janeiro. Sailed
#hip Elizabeth Cushing, Valparaiso.

News from the West Indies.
QUR BERMUDA CORRESI'ONDENCE.
Movements of the Brilish Fleet.
Haunzon, Bermuda, March 12, 1662,

Her Majesty’s ship Landrail, Commodore Martin, Ia
about to leave for Now York, and her Majesty's ship
Racer for Charleston.

Her Mujesty’'s ship Medea arrived bere oo ihe 10th
from New York.

Her Majesty's ship Bpiteful, which left here for New
York on the 241h ult,, returned here on the Tth instant,
being unable to accomplieh her voyage, huving met with
terrific weather and sustained much damage.

Her Mnjesty’'s ehip Disdem left yester. .y for Eng-

il
Her Hniul:r'sn?;‘gl g’rphm- left here on the 6th inst.
for the Cape [0pe.
Transport mmrlilu frcm Fogland, with coal for
— arrived a Ir;lllﬂ Inland ym‘t«dlr.

mount o constitution and Union j= s yal s
But we bave seen peacefu] men dragged from their
homes and thrown into loatheome Bastiles, while & man
who declaréa be hae been a disuniouist for twenty years
Is parmitiod Lo lecture hare, and come on the floor of Lhe
Henate, and go at lurge through the country.

Adjourned.

House of Representatives.
Wamuncrox, March 25, 1863,

SETTLEMENT OF THE AOCOUNTE OF THE CREWE OF THE CUMABER-
LAND AXD CONGRESE.

The House passed tho Senate bill providing for the set-
tlement of the accounts of tha officers and crews of the
frigates Congress and Cumberland , the books havingbeen
logt or destroyed io the recent Daval engagement at
Hampion Roads.

THE PACIPFIC RAILNOAD BILL.

On motion ef Mr. Canrsmii, (rop.) of Pa., in view of
the pendency of the Tax BbiH, the consideration of the
Pacific Bailroad bill was postposed and made the special
urder for Tucaday next,

THE TAX TBILL. .

The House then, in Committee of the Whole, resumed
the coneideration of the Tax bill,

Mr. Wanswomti, (Union ) of Ky., offered an smendment

to the clwure dofining *“what is a citeas!’” #h a® to laclude’

prestidigitation, ring master and clown performances.
Mr. Cox, (opp.) of Olriv, eaid that the House last year
commenced taxation &t the wroog ond by operating on
wa and coffee. Now, during our troubles, it was peo-
posed to tax the luxuries and recroations of life, The
grutleman from Permsylvania must be Jost to the inno.
cent days of childbood to tax a circus or a theatre. It

awmonnted toa tax on Hamlet and Falstaft, It was taxing
A New Way to Puy Old Debts,” It was “Raising the
Wind,” ss had been soggested, by “Hox und Cox."
(Lavaghter. ) Tu this he spoke with Teeling. (Renewed
lnughter.) Why not tax the performances last night at
Cloeinnati, and put & tax on eggs, which, it is reportod
ware Trooly used there! Huw coubld they tax s gentie.
ikl who turns three somersets i the wir and catches
thiree rings as e goes along?

Mr. L‘NKB-I’,{I’GF‘.‘) of 111, wanted to know whether
the gentleman Crom Ghio (Mr. Cox) would Lax those who
B EnTersels,

Mr. Cox, {upp) of Ohlo, replied that he wis altogoether
oppesed to taxing such pereons a8 the gentieman from
Himots (Mr. Lovejoy ), beesuse that would boa ax on
o Otieio,” sl would place the gentleman i a bad way
and - His cogupation would be gone.'*

Mr. Wadsworth = amendment wus rejected,

Mr. Hixmax, (rep. ) of Pa, offered an amendment that
Jugglers, practsing sicight of band, pay twenty dollus
liornee,  Adoplea, alter Mr. =edgwick, amid laughter,
bl proposed W defioe Jugglers, by stating every ooe
who owns @ jug.

Mr. Brakk, (rep.) of Ohio, ted an
imposring & tx of one delsr on each  dog-holder.
(laughter.) He snid, wlthough his proposition exeited
mierinent, it was important to Ohie, where 75,000 sheep
are anuusily Killed by dogs, which are & nulsance,

Mo, Srevemd, (rep. ) of Pa., puggested o tax on each dog,
rather than up eact dr g-hioldur.

Mr. Hraxe replied that they could get the tax from the
dog-holder . but pot from the dog.

Mr. Srevess thousht a wan who holds ten dogs oaght to
pay ndollnre on each.

Mr. Hraxke withdrew his amendment.

h’:lmml the other amoendmsnts adopted were the fol-
g —

Cattle brokers to pay a liccnse of ten dollars, Itinerant
venders of newspapers, bibles il religions tracts are
excepted from the detisition of peddlers

Mr. Pespuernos, (opp. ) of Gblo, offered an amendmeat,
whivh wae adopted, re iiring lawyers and phiysiclans to
pay & license of ton dollars,

A tipxrienan proposed 1o amend by requiring every
one who vobsl for & member of Congre-s, whether
elmted or not, 10 pay o i mt, w k
mamdsr projased & Bve doilar liesnks Lo be tuken vt

% e

bulors making o sel 8y Were re-
cotved with shouts of leughter.
Mr. Sreveyr sadd that if such proceedinga were con-

tinved the Honse would become a lnughing stock.

Mr, HLaik, (rep.) of Mo., proposed n new clause, o
proposos tux of flive dollars en ench wlave for life, and
threo doliars on those held for a term of years,

Mr. Cuowigen, (Unlon) of Md., proiested againet the
amendmaent @ the name of the constitution and 0 the
natne of the people of loyal Marylaud., Nothimg woul |
wxnsperate thom more (han Wis wessaro, and it might
goad thew (nw desperation .

Mr. Kprsod, (rep.) of T, proposed to add that all
wums o be thus ral-od shall be applied to the colonies of
emancipated sinves,

This amendmont was ruled out of order.

Mr. Loweioy, (rep.) of L, replied to Mr. Crisflold,
eaying be liked wot the boast of loyalty to be coupled
with s menuce. 1 was w8 much the duty of Maryisnd
to be loyal ae it was that of Hlnolk, He scouted that
kind of loysty which would perpetunte the sy stem of
concubinage and turn every slave hut fnto a hrothel,
slavery wur o sietich in the nostrils, and slaveliolders
love this system of oppression more than they love the
Unlon; mnd, whenever it coes o the L-uu;h,x-m!m-ky
will side with secesh.  They will go with those who will
forever protect their dariing lnstitation.

Mr. Matiomy, (Union ) of Ky, did not rine to reply to
thy farrngo sod fanaticism of the gentlemen, uttered
during the five minuter the gettlemon addressed the
Houre, bt to give & (ew respons why this tax should not
be hmposed: one of which was the tnxes are already bur-
denrame, He appealid (o the grest mass of conserva-
tive gentiomen here not to sanction the amendment.

Mr. Amxorn, (rep ) of T, argued if b had not been
for the four mililons of slaves, we would mot puw be in
war, and be urged thic bill W defray its expenson. Why
tlt:‘nuld Illnqr pot collect the supplies from the source of
the evily

Mr. Currigen roplied to Mr. Lovejoy, defending the
loyalty of Maryland. The war was owing (o Lwo clusses,
eqnally o bl ly, those engaged in the rebel.
Hown and the class of which Mr. Lovejoy was a pr t

General Sigel's Address to His Soldiers
After fhw Battle of Pea Ridge.
Camp Pra RIDGE, ARK. , mM.r.unld}
FmeT AxD SpeoNp Liveaoxs, March 15, 1862,
To TR OFFICERE AND SOLDIERR OF THE FiRsT A¥D SpooND
vk

INE
Aflter go many hardships and sufferings of this war in
the West, a great and decisive wictory Das,for the first
time, boen usttained,and the army of the enemy over-
whelmed and perfectly routed, The rebollious flag ol
the Coofoderate States lies in the dust, and the same men
who had organized armed rebelllon at Camp Jackson,
Maysville and Fuyetteville, who have foight aguinst us
at Tiousville, Carthage and Wilson's creek, at Lexinglon
and Milford, have paid the-ponaity of their sedilious
work with their lives, or are seeking refuge behind the
Boston Mountains and the shore of the Arkansas river.
The Inst days wers hard, but triumphant.

and enterprising,
all sides by an "
e e ity Ty wad Ao Mo

taineers, the ngers, the finel regiment of Lowisi-
ana. troops. ecen the savage Iniians—almert withou!
| foad, sleep or camp fives syou remainel firm and unabashed,
awalting the moment nlun'lgu ukl' drive back yoar
lints or'break through the iron circle by whichi the
enemy thought to erueh or capture e all, and plant the
rebellious fing on the rocky summit of Pea Ridge.

You have defeated all thelr xchemes. When at Me-
Kissick's farm, west of Bentunville, you sxtricated your-
gelves frem their grusp by aoight’s uareh, and secured a
train uf two hundred wagonn belore the siemy became
awsre uf e direction you had wkon, instead of beiwng
cut uff, wenkened and driven to the nec esity of giviog
bastie under the most unfavorable circumnstances, you
joined your friends and comrodes st Sugnr creek, and
thereby saved yoursclves sud the whbole sriny from
buing separated and beaten in detail.

(i the retreat from Beutooyille to Sugar creek—a dis-
tance of ten miles—you cuf your way thrusgh an rnemy
at least fire timen stronger tham yourselves. ‘Lhe activity,
welf-pos-ersion and courage of the littie band of six hun-
dred will ever be memorable in the hist ry of ths war.

When, on the next day, the great battle began, under
the command of Gon. Agboth, you'nskisted the fourth
diviel u with all the cheerfviness ard alierity of good
nnd fuithiul sobliers—that division on that day holdiog
the must important (usition—while Col, Usterhaus, cu-
operating with the third division, battered down the
Liokts of MeCulloch on our lett, and Major Paten goarded
OUT Fear,

On the Sth, you eame at the right tume to the right
place, it was the lirst opportunhy you had of shiowiug
your full streugtl and jower. Ja les ton ihree b wes
you firmed in ine of battle, advanced and cc ops at d with
wir fricnds on Bhe vight, and rentod the enency so compleely
thas he fled like dust before a hurrican .  Aud ro it will
always be when traitors, sedoced by welfish leaders and
persecuted by the pangs of an evil couscisnee, are fght-
ing apainst soldiers who defend a good cnuve, wre well
diitled and disciplined, obey promptly (e oiders of
their ofticers, and do not shrink from daggerons ag-anlt
wlien at the proper and decimiva momant it |s necessary.

You may lock with pride on the few duys st | assed,
during which you have 80 glorlousiy defended the oz of
the Unbon.  brom two o'doek on the morag of the 6th,
wihen you left MoKissick's faom, until four o'clock vn the
oventful altorncon of the @th, when yoo arrived (rom
Keetsviile o the common encempnent, you wareched ffly
milas, fought three battles, ook we! anly o battry and a w
fromm the vivemy, bud meore than & hundrad and fif:y pri-
poners—atiotiy W actiog eiga ller Ganoral llerbeit,
e « ter of the L furces, and his Major,
Cowmel stune, Aditunt Genernl of P'rice o lorces, and
Li mtennnt Colonel John H. Price, whose life was twioe
spared, and who lns now for the second time violated
Lis parole, and was arrested with arma in his hanls,

You bnve done your duly, and you cau justly claim
your ehare in the coanmon glory of this victory . But jet
Wk ol be partial, oojost or laughty. Let us pot forget
that alone we were tho weak to perform the great work
before v, Lot vx acknowledygs the great services done
by wll the brave soldiers of the Third and Fourth divi.
gions, and always keop i muind that -*united we siand,
divided wo falll’’ Let us hiokd out snd push the work
through—not by mere words sl gront elamor, but by
oo warches, by hardships aud fatigues, by strict disci-
pline util effective batthes. .

Columbue hag fallen—Memphis will follow, and if you
do in fulure ss you have done o thess past daxsof trial,
the time will svon come when you wiil pitch your teuts
on the beautilul ahiores of the Arkausas viver, and there
meet our iron-clad propellers at Little Hock and Fort
Bmith. Therefore, keep alert my friends, and ook for-
ward with confidence. F. BIGEL,

Brig. Geu, C ling First.aod & d divisions.

Peno;ll Intelligence.

Major Gencral Kremont leaves this city to-day, to as-
sume command of the department to which he was
recently sssigned by the partiaiily of the President.

Jamnes O, Sargent and Mr  Rice and wile, of Boston;
Mr. Codiinan and wife and Mies Bradiee, of Hydo Park; H.
8 Collins and wife, nod Miss Perry, of Hartford, are
stopping al the Breveort House.

1L J. Soad, of Quebec; James O. Sheldon, of Geneva:
B. W. P'ycock, of New York, Mies Rlydenburgh, of Long
Island, and Jamas Gilmour, of Ciuclnnatl, are stopping at
the Clurvndon Hotal,

1 Wall, of Baltimore; N. Kmgebury, of Hartford: 8,
B. Daga, X Shaw, W. C. oor, and C. F. Adems, of Hos-
ton; &, H. English, of Vermant; A, €. Horton and wife, of
Clucinnatl, and N. Peck, of New Haven, are stopping at
the Fifih Avenue Aotel.

Captain A, R, Fddy and J. N. Andrews, of the United
States Artny ¥, & Webl, of the United States Navy; W
8, Smith, of Ulinvke; W, R, Taylor, of China; Charles M:
Grittin, of Vaneouver's Inland;, E, . Hen , of Califur-
nin; Peter & Miller, of Chile; James . Churchill, of Vie-
toria; Joseph leco, of Japan, and E. F. Fuller, of Clncin-
nati, are glopping at the Metropolitan Hotel,

Hon, & P, Denson and G. A, Beoson, of Maine: Hos.
Augustus Frank, of Wyoming county; Major W. B.
Suck, of Washington, Capt, Tracey, of the United States
Army; John Spires, of 8Bt. Louis; Horace Ramsdell, of
Newburg; L. . Wright, A. H. Bafford and G, B. Uphon,
of Boston; 1Y, Thompson and A. L. Hobmoo, of Pertiaud,

agulost the interference with slavery o the Tistrict.
was hin judgment that slavery war s A
in the Btate of Maryland, and it did not need any stimu-
lus to accelerale Lhe deerease; and any such attempt
wotld be attended by the i st disastrous consequences,
Mary land bas 1o day 83,718 free colored people. Im 1860
it had 185 080. Tho total culored population b 1900 was
170,486, Decrease in slaves in ten years, 3.178: in
crenes Of free neerces, #9607, New York and New
Eugland, with 111,600 sjuare miles, bhave 72,000 colored
population, and Maryland, with only 10 755 square miles,
83,718 colored popalation. The war bad alrendy omt off
all whe resources of lurlrm‘ aud the passage of (his
mensure wonld utterly disorganize the sgricuitiral eon.
dithm, cause the emigration of the best populstion and
tend to the utter run of the Btate. That little Jtate
bad expended ypwards of sixty milioes in the last thir

ears, aud what good was going to result 1o the Nort
Frou\ u sehema which would resuit in the ruin of a sister
State? [0 the tase of emancipation we must have eolon.
aation, or oine scones of b and carnege would follow,
for the two reces cannot |ive Lugeiber, He feured from
e eharacter of the legiintion proposed, his last hope for
& restoratbon of the Union would be destroyed,  The peo
plo of Marylaad nave been loyal to the Union, and trostsd
o the good faith and pledges of Lo Preaident and Con
gress to pressree the righte of all the States: bt he
feared a relentless pectional policy would destroy all
faith and truse,

Mr Havianvny, (opp, ) of Dal, said he had an amend.
ment W offer, to reliove the District of what be con

wilered the grostess corse that could afllict & people,

Mr. Buam, (rep.) of Mo., defemding his position, did
oot see why cortkin gentlemen should get joto & pa-
roxyrm of exciterment whenever this subject wus named,
As the North would have to pay the bk of the tuxes,
he did oot sos why the sinves, who are used an preperty,
should not be taxed. There abould be equality.

Mr. Lovrsor, replying to Mr, Chirisfield and Mr. Mallory,
sald, 17 it bad not boen for those called fanatics, ey
coulil oot In pence retusn to their own Siates. Thero
could ba no pesce till the public mind rerts in seourity
that slavery s in progress of ultimute extinction,

Mr. Blair's proposkion ‘was amended so a# (o lax one
dollar  on wlaves for life, between eight and Ny
yeoars of age, aod striking out that part relating to ser-
vien for m term of yeurs, Numerous effirts ware mnde
to amend this, but finally the whole proposi.ion was de-
feated, 41 insL 02

An wmendment wak adopted, providing that nothing In
the bill shinll be esnrtroed 1o prevent any State (rom
imposing taxes upon any articles (herein taxed or li-
crnser required.,

‘The Comunitteo rose and the House adjourned.

Obitunry.

Depnrtod thin life, ou the 34 just., of ty phoid fever and
bronchial catarrh, in Jeffareon county, Ky., Dr. AL B,
Coon, of Allegheny connty , New York, aged thirty foor

wirg nod #ix days,  The decensod was, up (o Lha time of
ﬂ.. atllletion, Axaintant Sorgeon in Celonel Walter C, Whit-
aker B redigent of Kenfuuky volunteers,

are stopping at thie Astor House,

R. Wheeier, of Bridgeport: D). Garwin and John Gard.
ner, of Ohio, L. L. Northrop, of Keaosas; 8. Downer, of
Boston; W, M. Bennett, of Jichigan; W. Williame, of
Iuifalo, Henry Sandford, of Bridgeport; G. H. Etowary,
of Philadeiptiin, and ¥, D. Perry and wile, of Conuecti:
cut, are stoppiug at the St. Nicholas Rotel.

Major F. M. Clements, of Washington: 6. Pritehard
and wife aod J. B. Frary, of Connesticut; W. P, Downes,
of Syracnse; Dr. J. M. Bryder, of Pisindeiphia; A. C,
Soranton, of Troy: J.J. Greenough, of New York, and
Captain C. E. Mowry and G. R. Drown, of Previdenec, are
stappiog at the Laturge Houre.

Americans registered at fiun & Oon American and
Geoeral Agency and Reading Boom, 10 Steand, Lendon,
Ww. (., Eog (for the werk ending March #, 1808 —
Francis Govtridgs, C.J & Colchoster, Ghnrlos Conloli,
Johin Newiton, W. H. Smyth, J. Hart and T. L. Nichols,
New York, Hev. W. H. Ifeu de Honrek, Dyeraviile, lows,
Charles Blorrow, Boston, Mass. | David librh, Natchoe |
Miws.

Fe ix Fiern Avesce. —Botwoen eight and nine o'clock
lart might a fire otcurted in & twe and & half sory frame
houme Jocated on Fifth avenoe and Sixty-third street. 1t

war totally destroyed. 1t was neenpied by widow Corde.
lin “eile.  Hear losm will be abomt Inrured for §260
in the Hamilton lnsuravee Company. The building was

wwned by Mr. Lohman, and was worth about §400, not
([T g

INTERESTING FROM FREDERICKSBURG.

Negroes Engaged on the Extensive Rebel
Fortifications Now Deing Built in the
Neighborhood of the Town,

Statement of the Escaped
Contrabands.

Sketch of Fredericksburg and the Sur:
nm nﬂ“.

MAP OF THE POSITION,
&e., &e., &

Warumnoron, March 25, 1802,

On Batlurday fourteen contrabands came into the camp
of Hooker's division from the Virgioiaside. They are
from Fauquier snd Stafford countles, and state thad.
they run away 10 escape being sent to Fredericksburg.
to work. Thelr owners were told that If the megroes«
wero sent there the Coufederatle government would pay
their value to the owners in the event of their being.
killed; and the negroes were told that if the Yaukeos gob -
them by any means they would be forced 1o work hard
all day and be Jocked up atnight, and when they had .
nothing for them to do they would be sent to Cuba and’
sold to pay the expenscs of the war, They are ofine, -
healthy lot of darkies, varyiog in age from eighteen to-
forty years. Nine of them are the property of widow
Sallie Cowes, of Btafford, and ber four sous, two of whoga s
are o the rebel army.

The camp of the First Massachusetts regiment has
been selected tobe used as & general hospitul for all the -
sick of this division who may not be able to accompany
their regiments when they march. This camp has been
selectad on secount of iss healthy location, convenlence -
to wuler communicaticn, and the permanent and com-
fortable manper in whbich the buts have been com,
structed.

Sketch of Fredevicksburg and Vicinity..

Fredericksburg i& tho chief town of Sfottgylvania coun~
ty, in Virginia, and is situasted on ths right bunk of the
Rappebannock river, at the head of tide water. It lbe-
tween (fty and sixty miles from Richmond by railroad, .
and sixty-five miles by the turnpike, in a portherly
direction. Turnpike roads it with F: hand
Newport—the former by a ferry across the Rappahan-
nock—and another turnpike leads through & wiiderness-
to Orunge Court House, where a railroad conpects it with-
Gordonaville. The town itselfl is pleasanily situated in &
fertile valloy, and has advantages for commerce and
manufactures, ag will be seen by reference lo our map om-
the first page. The railroad from Washinglon, via Aquis..
ereek, passed through it,and thereby a large traffic and
trade was done previous to he rebellion. As the through
trains generally stopped st Fredericksburg station fop
about an hour on each trip, & not inconsiderable chanes
trade was caused therely in Lhe immediate locality of
the dopot. Itis distant from Aquis cresk by rajlread
about fifteen miles, from which point part of ihe
Potomac river traffic used to be carried to Frodericks-
burg. A good canal had also been conelrucied [roms
the town to & peoint on the HRappahannosk river
about forty miles sbove, by which large quaniities
of wheat, flour and tohacco were recelved for axportation.
The river afforded extensive water power, which,bow_
ever, was mod much used. The hille in the oeighberbood,
yarying in helght from forty toons bundred feet, abound
in fine granite and freestone. About thirty yoars since
the prespect of Fredericksburg being s rapidly rising
fown was very great; but |4 suddenly Elip)ed’in His -
prosperity, and aftcr, as it were, standing still for abous
twenty years, {8 gradually retrosraded in ita importanes.
In 1640 i1s population mumbered nearly four thousand
souls, and in 1650, ten years alter, it had only increased.
eighty-e1ght persons—Ilees than nine each year, and belng
about two per cent io a decade—a remarkably small jn-
crenpe, Before the relieilion It tained five churches,.
one orphan asylum, two seminaries, four uewspaper
oflices and two banks.

The county inwhich Frederickeburg issitunted hasam
area of four hundred square miles, The Rappabannock
forma the boundary on the northeast, the North Annariver
on the soutliwest, and the Mattapony rises within its limits.
The surface is diversitied by hiil and dale. 7The soil l@
generally fertile in the vicinity of thestreams. Two gold
mines were worked within the county in 1800; and, as
before stated, freestone and granite are abundant. The
enttnl ranning northwest earries the river traffic far above
the fulig, and the country is intersected by the Richmond
aud Potomac Rattroad, Spotteylvania was orpanized hor
1720, and pamed in honor of Alexander Epoltswood, ab
that time Governor of Vieginin. The capital of the
county ls Spotteyivania Court House, n post vilinge on the
Po river, and gituated over sixty miles ncarly due
north from Richmond, with which it I8 connected by &
turnpike read. The last return of the population
gave nearly fifteen (housand persons, over one-half of
whom were slaves. The adjulning countles of Stafford
and King George run alorg on the opposite side of the
Rappahaunock, and together have an area of (our hun-
drea and twenty-six wiles. The surface of \he soll In
hilly , partially fertile wid partinlly arid. Thelr united
pupulation at last returns amounted (0 13 075, over one-
half of whomn were s'avew, Granite, freestone and gold
bave aleo been found here. the two first in great quanti-
ties. The former i & very old couniy, Laviog bess
formed in 1675, and numed after the Epglish county of
(he same denomination, ‘1he water power asd drainage
of Suafford are very giod , and If properly used would have
been sowrces of wenlth 1o the ubabitanis of the neigh-
borhood. The before mentioned railroad aleo inlersects:
Siafford county. Funguler cousty adjpics Stafiord
county on ile weslern Lorder.

The Van Wyck Investignting Committee.
The labors of the Yan Wyck Commities in thix city are
temporarily suspended. Colenel Van Wyck hias been
d to take d of his regih \.which
now under marchi g orders. The Cclone! left the St
Nicholas Hotel st night for the seat of war.  ie has ox-
amined many withesses while here, and his report, it 18
said, will give sone sisriling disclrscres 28 10 the
ent of the various departments in the Customs

House in this city.

A Buit ﬁl‘E--\-'y Damages Against the
Clry.
BUPERIOR COUKT—ETECIAL TERM.
Before Hon. Judge Basbour.

Mancn 26.—H. Smiler o1, The Mayor, Commenalty ond
City of New Verk.—This action is brought against the
city to recover the sum of $157 000 for work dome In
Mareh, 18567, under & contract for clemning the streets of
the city. The care came before the Court on demurrer,
the question beiug whether the contract was invalid, oy
having been contimed by suy enlinance ol tue Common
Conncll, Mr, Edwin Jumes argued the case lor tho plaia.
UIT, and contended that, us puymonts hud becn mage on.
account of the work It must be presumed, as agninsy Lhe
Corporation, that an appropriation hind been made and
that such payments were evidences of confirmation, He
submitted Bu elaborite argument to the Coui i, Mesars.
Fdwin James and Ganun for the plaintil;, Messrs, As-
derson and B for the defondant

‘Ihe Judge reserved his deckion,

United SBtates Commissloncers’ Conrt.
TRANHHIFMENT OF ALLEGED CUMBUSTISLE GOODS,
Befere John A, Ostiorn, Enq.

Mamcn 25, —Conrad Fox, a wholesale druggist, was-
charged with shipping oil of vitriol by the Kvergresa
City w Lake Erie, witbout marking the nature of the

e, as required by the statute, in ail casesof com-
usLible matier.

Mr. Gurham, United Blates Commissioner, of Buffalo,
Issued the warrant for th: apprehension of Mr. Fox, which
was d by uwborn, and  1he accused
!’nny was bronght wp. It appea: s that thero s & Ity
‘or tho traoshipment of oil of viirial without h%
perly labelled; but credible witnesses for the de
proved kst the goods consimted of sulphuiie noid, which .
wga not of & combustible nature. y alwn {..u.-
u!"l. nouo of the goods in the lavelen In quortion would |

eombustivn.

The Commienioner dischnrged the accured,

United States Distriet Court.
Before Hon. Judge Bbipman,
INDRCTMENTS FPOUND,

Mancn 25, ~The Grand“Tury came into Court with bille:
of indicunent in the following cases —The United Siates
wva. Joseph Webb, for passing counterfeit coin, The
United Etates va. Fedro Artergi, for assanlt with o dan-
gerons weapon. The United States ve. Thomae Daffoy, for
the murder of Joseph Bmadl, on beard the b p Soutbamp-
ton.

THE I'RIZE CARSRS,

Before Hun. Judge Bette.

Mancw 206.—The Lnitvdd States v, the I'rve Bokoomers
Venws and Garvone, und the Neamboat Iy Lewss and
Citrgo = motion of Mr, Stownit B Woodiord , tho teai-
mony talten mpeapnailon by the Priga Cominissioners
be openod, the Court made an vrder (o that effoct




